
CHILDREN'S BILL OF RIGHTS 
(R.I.G.L. 42-72-15) 

The Children's Bill of Rights protects the legal 
and civil rights of all children in state care. It provides 
in part: 

No child in DCYF care shall be deprived of any 
personal property or civil rights without due process. 

Each child shall receive humane and dignified 
treatment with full respect for his or her personal 
dignity and right to privacy. 

Each child may communicate with any 
individual, group or agency, consistent with the child's 
treatment plan. 

Regarding children in secure facilities, DCYF 
shall specify when restraint and seclusion may be used, 
and when and how communication by mail or phone 
may be restricted. 

Each child in a secure facility may receive 
visitors, including his or her clergyman, attorney, 
guardian ad litem, special advocate, child advocate, 
physicians and mental health professionals. 

A child is entitled to a free and appropriate 
education immediately upon being placed. 

Child victims as witnesses are afforded 
statutory protections. 

A child cannot be involuntarily placed outside 
the State of Rhode Island without a court hearing. 

A child cannot be denied drug treatment solely 
because of DyYF placement. 

Violations of the Children's Bill of Rights are 
handled exclusively by the Family Com t. 

The Children's Bill of Rights must be posted in 
a conspicuous place in all secure facilities and/or resi
dential placement facilities. 

To obtain a complete copy of the 
Children's Bill of Rights, contact the Office of 
the Child Advocate at 401-462-4300. 
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Project Victim Services 

The Office of the Child Advocate is 
the only agency designed to provide assis
tance and representation to children in 
DCYF care, who may be entitled to victim's 
compensation. Monies awarded to child 
victims are held in trust by the Office of 
the Child Advocate until they reach age 18. 

The goals of this project include: 

0 increasing the child victim's 
awareness regarding compensation 
laws and legal procedures;· 

0 pursuing administrative claims on 
behalf of selected child victims of 
sexual and/or severe physical 
abuse; 

0 assuring that child victims have 
acce�s to necessary support 
se!'Vlces; 

0 promoting the best interests of 
child victims in the criminal justice 
system. 

Project Victim Services is funded 
by the Rhode Island 
Justice Commission 
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JOHN 0. PASTORE CENTER 

6 Cherrydale Court, Cottage 43
Cranston, RI 02920 

401-462-4300 tele.
401-462-4305 fax.

www. child-advocate. ri. gov 




